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The Political Participation of Jordanian Students:
Field Research in the University of Jordan and Applied Sciences University

B. Nagshabandi and D. Makhadmih*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the political participation of the students in Jordanian Universities,
(government, and private) and the factors that influence their participation. This study will discuss the concept
of political participation and the relationship between the social and political factors.

The study consists of (405) students in the political science department at the University of Jordan and (170)
students at the Applied Sciences University studying political sciences. The study had (268) students who
answered the questionnaire representing all class levels of the students who were registered for the academic
year 1998-1999. This sample from both universities and from all levels used the random sample questionnaire
prepared for that purpose with the content of (25) questions, using the Frequencies and Chi Square for the
statistical analysis.

This study finds that there is no significant difference between government and private universities. The
study shows that the political participation of the students was higher inside the university than outside, also the
study indicates that there was no influence on their political participation based on economic factors. Also, the
curriculum of the political science training did not have much influence.

The findings showed that the students have little confidence in the political atmosphere in general. An
important finding shows that there is a significant difference between male and female students in their political
participation outside the university. However, females do not have a representative in the Students Union.

From the findings of the study there is a need to have a strategy to improve the political participation of the

political sciences students through some suggestions.

* Faculty of Graduate Studies, and Faculty of Social and Human Sciences, University of Jordan. Received on 27/1/2001
and Accepted for Publication on 7/5/2001.
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